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Ford: ‘I believed he was going to rape me.’ 


Kavanaugh: Tve never sexually assaulted anyone.’ 
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Christine Blasey Ford and Brett Kavanaugh each spent hours being questioned by members of the Senate Judiciary Committee. Neither backed away from their earlier statements. 


A HEARING LIKE NO OTHER 


Judicial ambitions 
and #MeToo collide 


By Annie Linskey 
GLOBE STAFF 

WASHINGTON — There was the elite private 
high school. The Ivy League education. The 
choice White House post. An appeals court judge- 

ship. And finally, the culmination 
ANALYSIS of a brilliant career, a nomination 
to the country’s highest court. 

And on Thursday, faced with the possibility 
that it might all come crashing down after multi- 
ple women accused him of sexual misconduct, 
Brett Kavanaugh launched an emotional and an- 
gry response that stunned onlookers. 

It was an uncomfortable and rare sight — a 
nominee to the highest court in the land crying 
before a panel of senators — in a performance 
that seemed tuned as much to defending his hon- 
or as to salvaging his nomination. 

At the end of the draining testimony, it re- 
mained unclear if he would survive to be con- 
firmed, or if he would go down swinging and snif- 
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Phoenix prosecutor Rachel Mitchell, seated in front of Republican senators, asked 
questions of Christine Blasey Ford on behalf of the GOP committee members. 


For women, something familiar — 
and powerful — in Ford’s testimony 


By Stephanie Ebbert and Laura Krantz 
GLOBE STAFF 

Excruciating. Offensive. Heartbreaking. And 
yet familiar. Many women who watched Chris- 
tine Blasey Ford testify before the Senate Judicia- 
ry Committee on Thursday about her alleged sex- 
ual assault cringed through her questioning and 
identified with the witness more than they might 
have expected. 

“She feels familiar because we've either all 
been in a situation that she’s been in or know 
people,” said Alexis Wolfer, a Harvard Business 


School MBA candidate and copresident of the 
Women’s Student Association. 

Familiar, too, since many people watched a 
very similar scenario play out 27 years ago when 
Anita Hill raised allegations of sexual misconduct 
against another nominee for the Supreme Court, 
Clarence Thomas. Though the Judiciary Commit- 
tee now includes four Democratic women, it is 
still dominated and run by older men, who 
brought in a female attorney to question Ford on 
their behalf. 
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Four takeaways 


E Brett Kavanaugh called the confirmation 
process “a national disgrace” and said sen- 
ators have “replaced ‘advice and consent’ 


1” 


with ‘search and destroy. 


E Christine Blasey Ford was asked by three 
Democratic senators whether she was cer- 
tain Kavanaugh had assaulted her; three 


times she said yes. 


E Democrats applauded Ford’s courage and 
questioned her gently, as they tried to build 
a case to delay the confirmation process. 


E Republicans said they would go ahead 
with a planned Judiciary Committee vote on 
Kavanaugh Friday, and expect the full Sen- 


ate to vote Tuesday. 


Senate set to 
move ahead 
with nominee 


By Jess Bidgood 
GLOBE STAFF 

WASHINGTON — A riveting, gut-wrenching 
spectacle engulfed Brett Kavanaugh’s nomina- 
tion to the Supreme Court Thursday during a 
confirmation hearing where Kavanaugh repeat- 
edly broke down in tears, expressed bitter defi- 
ance, and shouted over Democrats on the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. 

The extraordinary hearing offered the Senate 
and the country a stark ` 
choice between hisim- Viewers 
passioned denials of transfixed 
sexual misconductand Across the city, peo- 
the painful allegations ple paused to watch 
of Christine Blasey the testimony on 
Ford, who accused Ka- Capitol Hill. A6. 
vanaugh of sexually as- . 
saulting her in high Columnists’ 


school. views 


With the makeup of 
the nation’s highest 
court hanging in the 
balance, Ford delivered 


The Globe’s opinion 
columnists offer their 
takes on the hearing. 
A8-9. 


her allegations firmly, 

calmly, and with a degree of credibility even Re- 
publicans acknowledged. She testified she was 
“100 percent” certain it was Kavanaugh who, on 
a summer night in the 1980s, pinned her down 
on a bed, covered her mouth to prevent her from 
screaming, and ground his hips against her. 

“T am here today not because I want to be — I 
am terrified,” said Ford, her voice wavering as she 
recounted the alleged episode with testimony 
that left that Capitol, which has been consumed 
by a partisan furor over the allegations, in utter 
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Drippy 


Friday: Chilly rain. 


High: 57-62. Low: 51-56. 


Saturday: Much nicer, sunny. 
High: 71-76. Low: 51-56. 
Sunrise: 6:38 Sunset: 6:31 
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Approval, with limits, appears 
more likely for a merger be- 
tween Beth Israel Deaconess 
Medical Center and Lahey 
Health. B8. 


Residents gathered to discuss 
how to handle the heightened 
presence of great white sharks 
in the waters off Cape Cod. B1. 


A Lawrence family is suing Co- 
lumbia Gas of Massachusetts 
over the gas explosion that de- 
stroyed their home and killed a 
teenager. B1. 


Indicted former lawmaker found dead 


Joyce was a leader in Senate before 
facing series of corruption charges 


By Matt Stout 
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT 


and Danny McDonald 
GLOBE STAFF 

Brian A. Joyce, the former 
state senator who was awaiting 
trial on federal corruption 
charges, was found dead in his 
Westport home Thursday, ac- 
cording to authorities. He was 
56. 


Foul play is not suspected, 
and the state medical examiner 
is expected to conduct an au- 
topsy in “the coming days” to 
determine the cause and man- 
ner of his death, said Gregg Mil- 
iote, a spokesman for the Bris- 
tol district attorney’s office. 

Joyce’s wife, Mary, found his 
body early Thursday afternoon, 
Miliote said. Joyce was involved 


in a car crash Wednesday night 
in Westport, but it was not im- 
mediately clear whether it had 
any connection to his death. 

Westport police and town of- 
ficials did not return requests 
for comment. Attempts to ob- 
tain a copy of any police reports 
relating to the Wednesday 
crash were not successful. 

State Police did not handle 
the response to the accident, 
spokesman David Procopio said 
Thursday. But State Police in- 
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Brian Joyce, 56, had been 
a lawmaker from Milton. 


